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C I A M .  L A  C I T T À - M U S E O  D E L L ’ A R C H I T E T T U R A  M O D E R N A

Il CIAM, Carbonia Itinerari dell’Architettura Moderna, è un museo urbano a cielo aperto che ha come obiettivo 

la divulgazione e la promozione del patrimonio architettonico di Carbonia attraverso l’organizzazione di una 

capillare rete informativa disseminata nella strade e nelle piazze della città. La missione del museo è quella 

di promuovere la storia e il significato della città di fondazione con un progetto culturale partecipato che 

cerca di raccogliere la memoria, trasmetterla ai nuovi abitanti e sensibilizzarli al valore patrimoniale in cui 

vivono. Gli abitanti sono al centro di questo progetto.

La struttura museale è costituita da un sistema di percorsi e luoghi che collegano le emergenze 

architettoniche e i quartieri della città, intercalati da unità espositive che descrivono temi ed argomenti 

sulla storia e la vicenda fondativa. 

Le unità espositive principali sono:

I. LA GRANDE MINIERA. Nella miniera di Serbariu si racconta l’avventura del Carbone con un itinerario nei 

luoghi della produzione estrattiva. Questa unità espositiva coincide con il museo del CICC (Centro Italiano 

della Cultura del Carbone) e con altri spazi espositivi e culturali che si trovano nei manufatti storici della 

miniera recentemente restaurati. Qui il visitatore troverà tutte le informazioni (guida, depliants, ecc.) e potrà 

usufruire di un servizio di visite guidate alla città. 

II. LA CITTÀ DI FONDAZIONE. In Piazza Roma si espone la vicenda urbanistica e la costruzione della città, 

con approfondimenti sui principali spazi ed edifici pubblici. 

III. LA RESIDENZA. Tra via Gramsci e Piazza Repubblica si trova l’unità espositiva che rende esplicita 

l’importanza del tema dell’abitazione, illustrando la storia ed indicando l’ubicazione dalle case collettive, dei 

tipi edilizi estensivi della città giardino e dei servizi collettivi presenti nei quartieri. 

IV. GLI ARCHITETTI. Tra Piazza Iglesias e Via Sanzio l’unità espositiva presenta la vicenda dei progettisti di 

Carbonia, evidenziando l’importante contributo che Carbonia ha portato alla cultura architettonica italiana 

della prima metà del novecento. 

V. ORIGINE DEL SISTEMA DEL CARBONE. A Bacu Abis, in piazza S. Barbara, è collocata l’unità espositiva 

che spiega le ragioni del grande progetto autarchico del bacino carbonifero del Sulcis. 

VI. PROGETTI PER LA CITTÀ RAZIONALE A Cortoghiana, in piazza Venezia, l’unità espositiva racconta il 

progetto di questo nucleo disegnato da Saverio Muratori e l’ultima fase di elaborazioni progettuali rimaste 

solo sulla carta per l’inasprirsi del conflitto bellico.

C I A M .  T H E  M U S E U M - T O W N  O F  M O D E R N  A R C H I T E C T U R E 

CIAM, an acronym of Carbonia Itinerari dell’Architettura Moderna, is structured into an open air museum, the 

type of museum which, in recent years, has been experimented in various contexts and territories. Its main 

aim is to promote the town’s original architectonic heritage and to organise a series of actions necessary for 

restoring a significance to the newly founded town, a prerequisite for upgrading it. 

The itinerary is established in relation to places to visit and themes. It is interspersed with themed exhibits, 

major junctures, illustrating specific subjects relating to the architecture and town planning of the newly 

founded towns.

I. At Serbariu, the exhibit LA MINIERA narrates the beginning of the Coal adventure, showing the places 

where it was produced and the mines and telling the story of the technological effort Italy made in the 

thirties. This is also the site of the museum of CICC (Centro Italiano della Cultura del Carbone) and other 

exhibition areas, making a visit to Serbariu a combination of various museums and cultural activities. Here 

the visitor will find all the information he needs (guidebook, brochures etc) for his visit and can also take a 

guided tour of the town. 

II. In Piazza Roma the exhibit LA CITTÀ shows how the town was founded and built. In Via Gramsci and 

Piazza Repubblica there is the exhibit 

III. LA RESIDENZA on the theme of housing, from the extensive type of collective housing typical of the city 

garden to the public amenities found in each neighbourhood. 

IV. In Piazza Iglesias and Via Sanzio the exhibit GLI ARCHITETTI tells the story of the architects of Carbonia. 

V. In Piazza S. Barbara in Bacu Abis, there is the exhibit ORIGINE DEL SISTEMA DEL CARBONE 

VI. In Piazza Venezia, in Cortoghiana, the exhibit PROGETTI PER LA CITTA RAZIONALE.
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LIVING LANDSCAPE MUSEUM
Creation of an open-air museum, the CIAM (Carbonia’s Itineraries of Modern Architecture)  

ITINERARIES THROUGH THE LANDSCAPES 
OF THE RATIONALIST CITY AND ITS MINING 
AREAS

For transforming the city’s  industrial heritage and 
urban identity into a contemporary cultural center  
with a variegated offer of museum-related cultural 
activities that are both traditional and innovative. 
The main activities carried out:
•	 Location of the CICC (Italian Center of the 

Culture of Coal) and PAS_ Paleontological 
Museum in  restored buildings of the Great 
Serbariu mine. CICC documents the  history, the 
work and the battles of the men and women 
who worked in  the mine, one of Europe’s most 
important. CICC is connected to international 
networks in the field. PAS today hosts the 
skeleton of one of  Sardinia’s great prehistoric 
dinosaurs

•	 Creation of an open-air museum, the CIAM 
(Carbonia’s Itineraries of Modern Architecture) 
with landscape and urban installations, tours, 
exhibitions and conferences, materials and 
information structures that mark the landscape 
of urban and industrial Carbonia documenting 
its history  and heritage while promoting a 
process of  collective knowledge and identity 
building

•	 Public arts project for contemporary art 
commissioning and installing works by 
contemporary artists who have had direct 
experience with the landscape and the 
community of Carbonia.

Exhibition Design: Coal  Museum
Serbariu Mine
The Italian Center for the Culture of Coal (CICC) was 
established as a partnership between the City of 
Carbonia and Sardinia’s Geo-Minig Park with the 
goal of  improving the Great Serbariu Mine. The 
Museum includes the Lampisteria (hall of lamps) 
, the underground tunnel and the winch room. In 
the Lampisteria is permanent exhibition on the 
history of coal mining and the town of Carbonia. 
In the museum is a bookshop, a cafeteria and a 
conference room. The exhibition sections, broken 
down by thematic topics, have been treated by 
historians, anthropologists, architects, mining 
engineers. An “active archive” was also established 
-  a collection and archive of documents and 
objects collected and donated by former miners. 

Reuse of Machine Shop Pavilio for the 
Paleontological Museum
Serbariu Mine
The project involves the design of the 
Paleontological Museum in the spaces of Ex-
Machine Shops,. Cornerstone of the recovery is the 
balcony that wraps around three sides of the inner 
perimeter of the large main double height space. 
From this elevated route, visitors can enjoy the 
large  fossils placed in the central hall and together 
capture the charming space of this space.

CIAM
Itineraries of Modernist Architecture
Carbonia, Cortoghiana, Bacu Abis
CIAM, which stands for “Carbonia Itineraries of 
Modernist  Architecture” is an open-air museum 
that in recent years has developed in many other 
contexts and territories. The starting point for the 
realization of this museum in the city is intended, 
therefore, the  design of an itinerary that can 
overcome the dichotomy between the monument 
and urban fabric, including public housing and low-
cost housing, an issue that Carbonia, recognizing 
the necessity to address the entire urban space 
as a single historical monument. Alongside the 
museum function a program of initiatives and 
research aimed at the protection and enhancement 
of architectural heritage has been put in place - a 
set of strategies that promotes the image of the 
city, archival research, the acquisition of historical 
heritage for public  purposes for new public cultural 
uses.

The new urban landscapes of art 
One of Carbonia’s most extraordinary potentials 
was expressed in Piazza Roma: its willingness 
to become a city of contemporary art. The 
“metaphysical square of power” is now home 
to a large stone sculpture by Italian artist Giò  
Pomodoro, a marble tribute to the city entitled 
“Fragment of a void,” a large abstract sign 
overlooking a pool evoking a historical  fountain 
that originally concluded the City Hall parterre. 
This first experiment led to a project regarding the 
interaction between art and the city. Aside from the 
piece by Pomodoro, other artists were called upon 
to intervene on the city’s renovated spaces (Mauro 
Staccioli, Giovanni Campus, Pinuccio Sciola). The 
works of these artists are, first of all, signs of a new 
identity located in the places and spaces of the 
modern city in an attempt to build a new cultural 
landscape for the 21st century.

SELECTION OF PUBLICATIONS, CONFERENCES, 
COMMUNICATIONS

2010
MONOGRAPHIC ISSUE, DOCOMOMO ITALIA GIORNALE, n. 
26, Anno XIV, aprile 2010, edicated to  Project Carbonia 

2009 	
International congress
Quartieri, città e paesaggi del novecento. Strumenti per la 
tutela e la riqualificazione dei patrimoni diffusi (Carbonia, 1-2-3  
ottobre 2009). 
Scientific Board: Comune di Carbonia, Università di Cagliari, 
Docomomo Italia. 

2009
Publication CIAM Guide
G. Peghin, A. Sanna, Carbonia città del novecento. Guida 
all’architettura moderna della città di fondazione, Skira editore, 
Milano

2008 	
Exhibit Tesori e visioni delle miniere di carbone 
Exhibit La miniera in casa - la casa in miniera (CICC - Centro 
Italiano della Cultura del Carbone) 

2004 	
International congress
La città del Novecento. Gli strumenti per la tutela, la 
riqualificazione, il riuso e la gestione dell’architettura moderna 
(Carbonia, 15-17 settembre 2004) 
Scientific Board: Università di Cagliari, Università di Roma Tor 
Vergata, Docomomo Italia, Comune di Carbonia. Supported 
by: Parametro. Rivista internazionale di architettura e 
urbanistica; INU Istituto Nazionale di Urbanistica. 

2004
Exhibit Carbonia. Progetto e costruzione

2004
Pubblication of architecture research  project
A. Sanna (a cura di), Tipi e caratteri dell’abitazione razionale: 
il laboratorio Carbonia, Quaderni del Dipartimento di 
Architettura, Cagliari, CUEC

PUBLIC ARTS PROGRAM
 works by contemporary artists (Pomodoro, Staccioli, Campus, Sciola) 
installed in Carbonia’s public space
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MUSEUM STRUCTURES
Location of the CICC (Italian Center of the Culture of Coal) and PAS Paleontological Museum in one of the restored buildings of the Serbariu mine

Like all the landscapes that have 
gone through a crisis that has 
threatened their very existence, 
the identity of Carbonia is not an 
ontological given that is taken 
for granted: there is still an 
unbridgeable gap between its 
mining history and today’s current 
post-industrial era which must 
be filled by new contemporary 
interpretation and re-signification. 


